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About the Forum
Established in 2007, the Global Humanitarian Forum is an independent, im-
partial and non-profit foundation under Swiss law. It aims to build a stronger 
global community for overcoming today and tomorrow’s humanitarian chal-
lenges. The Forum channels the voices and efforts of the broader humanitar-
ian community into constructive debate, advocacy, and the development 
and mobilization of collaborative solutions. The Forum’s centrepiece event, 
the Annual Forum, is held each summer in the world’s humanitarian capital – 
Geneva – also home to the Forum’s Secretariat.

The Foundation Board 
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Kofi Annan 2001 Nobel Peace Laureate;  
UN Secretary-General, 1997–2006

Vice President
Ivan Pictet Senior Managing Partner, Pictet & Cie

Catherine Bertini Senior Fellow, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation;  
Professor of Public Administration, Maxwell School of  
Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University; Executive Director,  
World Food Program, 1992–2002

Michel Camdessus Member, Commission for Africa;  
Managing Director, International Monetary Fund, 1987–2000;   
Governor, Bank of France, 1984–1987
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Mary Chinery-Hesse Chief Advisor to the President of Ghana)

Jan Egeland Director, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs;  
Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General on matters relating to 
the prevention and resolution of conflict; Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 2003–2006

Blaise Godet Permanent Representative of the Swiss Confederation to  
the UN Office at Geneva

Jacques Forster Vice-President, Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies, Geneva; Vice-President, International Committee  
of the Red Cross, 1999–2007

Rita Hauser Board Chair, International Peace Institute; President,  
Hauser Foundation

Dean Hirsch President and CEO, World Vision

Alois Hirschmugl Brigadier-General, International Operations  
Command, Austrian Armed Forces

HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein UN Messenger of Peace; Chairperson, 
International Humanitarian City

Hans Küng President, Global Ethic Foundation

Ricardo Lagos Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on Climate 
Change; President, Club of Madrid; President of Chile, 2001–2006

Goh Kee Nguan CEO, Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games Organising 
Committee; Brigadier General, Singapore Armed Forces – National Service
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Rajendra Pachauri 2007 Nobel Peace Laureate; Chairman,  
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change; Chairman, The Energy  
and Resources Institute/TERI

Mary Robinson Honorary President, Oxfam International; Chancellor, 
University of Dublin; UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 1997–2002; 
President of Ireland, 1990–1997

Judith Rodin President, Rockefeller Foundation

Amartya Sen 1998 Nobel Economics Laureate; Professor of Economics  
and Philosophy, Harvard University

Jean-Louis Schiltz Minister, Development Cooperation and Humanitarian 
Affairs, Communications and Defence, Luxembourg

Barbara Stocking Director, Oxfam GB

Marianna Vardinoyannis Goodwill Ambassador, UNESCO; President, Child 
and Family Foundation

James Wolfensohn Founder, Wolfensohn Centre at the Brookings Institute, 
Washington DC; President, World Bank Group, 1995–2005

Muhammad Yunus 2006 Nobel Peace Laureate; Founder and Managing 
Director, Grameen Bank

Contact
Global Humanitarian Forum Geneva
Villa Rigot, Avenue de la Paix 9 
1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Phone +41 22 919 75 00, Fax +41 22 919 75 19 
info@ghf-ge.org
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The Forum expresses its many thanks to Viola Krebs, Jay Wilson, and  
Irene Amodei of ICVolunteers, who organized the reporting of the event. 
Thanks also go to our two plenary moderators Philippe Mottaz of World  
Radio Switzerland and Nisha Pillai of BBC News, to Prix Pictet for the  
many photographs made available to the Forum for this volume, and to  
our conference rapporteurs:

Zainab Ahmed
Alexandre Brugmann
Nuria Bruner
Katherine Foster
Emma Greenaway
Reem Ibrahim
Idriss Jebari
Tara Kelperman
Aileen Kwa
Catherine Matovu
Lina Nerlander
Alessandra Sauven
Christopher Simpson 
 
The Forum also thanks the event’s chief conference organizer, Daphné Romy, 
and the many volunteers that made the meeting possible.
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